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ñEveryone has 

the right to have 

access to health 

care servicesò

President Nelson Mandela 

signing the South African 

Constitution in Sharpeville on 

10 December 1996

South African Constitution



Present Situation



Pre-1994



Private sector:

1980s and early 1990s.

Åcaring for 80% of the population

Åhighly fragmented health service (14 ministries of health)

Åbias towards curative care.

Public Sector:

Ålargely undisciplined (medical aid fees escalated by 500% between 

1976 and 1985)

Åused at least half of the countryôs medical expenditure to provide 

care for less than 20% of its citizens. 
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