National Health Insurance
| options and obstacles
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Present Situation
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1980s and early 1990s.

Public Sector:

Ahighly fragmented health service (14 ministries of health)
Acaring for 80% of the population

Abias towards curative care.

Private sector:

Alargely undisciplined (medical aid fees escalated by 500% between
1976 and 1985)

Aused at | east half of the countrydd
care for less than 20% of its citizens.



A scalpel or an axe i Should health cuts be brutal or constructive?

Kirsch RE. S Afr Med J 1992; 82: 298-99
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van die Redaksie/Editorial

Ostriches and supertankers —
too little, too late and too slow

IMPAIRED FACULTIES

Ralph Kirsch Leadership 1988; 7(4): 142-144
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Post-1994



