A GRAND
SPECTACLE...

Lucas Malambe, Editor Hasa News

rivate hospital managers, dochors,

suppliers and cther healtheare

stakeholders from across the length
and breackh of the contry heeded the call o
parficipate in the thres-day conference, apklhy
therned Eiploring Mew Healthoare Fronters.
Thie get-together feamred a fuit salad of the
st relevant topics in private healthcare
todayw Bn interactve goup discussion
feakturing industry CEOs was the cherry on

Baprogirnatd y 300 ddegates sttendad,
ard they will not have been dsppointed at
the quality of the speakers and topics, as
prosen b the regponse we got on the
asza=srEnt forms:

. found the topics of great interest and
wery perinent to what is happening in the
current clirnabe in healthcare,, . reads one
junder general cormrent), echoing the oher
respondents.

The speakas included newdy appointed
head of the ANC's Health and Education
Comnrrithee, Dr Zweli khize, presidert of the
Bfrican hiledical fs=ociation, D Hgos
Lletlaps, and drectors of Deloite & Touche
and PriceWWaterhouseCoopers (PWC), being
B=hleigh Theophanides and fan Sroepewald
respectively. The entire process was
facilitated by Hasa ading chaiperson
Cr Wkaki hiladala and Hasa CES Sdv Kok
Worrall-Clare.

hikhize se the ball ralling by rerinding
delegates to think of the healthcare users in
their deliberations, and his speech inde=d
rangdated inko the spirit of the corference, as
speaker after speaker punctuated heir
presentations with wawys on how o ease
acress to quality healthcare in South Biica.
Newerthdes s, suskinability rerrained the
rrain driver, as CEQs fand other presenters)
promphed deledgates to bear in mind the
irmportance and the inherent cost of
rraintzining quality and excdlence in private
healthcare.

The Hasa Conference held in Somerset West in
June was a grand spectacle —helieve the hype.
A cursory ghinece at the app raieal forms sent to
delegaies shows that the creme de b créme of
prirate heabtheareleaderswhoe gathered there
were overw hebningbrpleased .

For roe, the new research from PWC and
Deloite was an eve-openar and 3 call (with
facts) bo bridige the negativity dvide created
by all the negative stakernents aired at
private hospitals in recent ronthe. The PG
study, for instance, busts the lies that ane
fast becoming a myth. The reseanch
findngs show that South Bfrica’s private
hospitals donok rrake as much profit or
erjoy the ame return on inwsestrment as
other healthcare sectors.

Uszing stafistics fomn sources outside the
private hospital indusry, it was refreshing to
listen toan analysis by T-Sec econonmist
fuike Schilssler, dernonsating that inflation
in the private hospital sector was lower than
in the stte hospial s=chbor, He smid that the
fact that the tax paver pays for the
consume in public hospitals masks the
T1% price increase per admission sinc:
200 public hospitals. This cormpares poorly
with the 7d% ffrorn private hospils) and
158% from rmedical schernes) ower the
=mme period.

Newertheless, the get-together was d=0
about medicd technology, == medcal
suppliers of all shapes and sizes were on
hand. Delegates sperk most of their e
bebween presentations rrarvelling at the
eghibitions. Check out zome of the picures
on the page left and on page 13.




